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FLOWERS  OF  THE  MOTHER  LODE  COUNTRY 

The  trip  tc  the  Mother  Lode  region  May  16-17  was  a memorable  one.  A1-' 
though  the  rendezous  was  scheduled  for  noon  at  Valley  Springs,  most  of  the 
party  met  by  chance  at  Wallace,  some  fifteen  miles  west  of  Valley  Springs,  and 
botanized  at  several  stops  enroute  to  the  meeting  place.  Picnic  lunch  was  enjoyed 
overlooking  the  lake  at  Pardee  Reservoir,  six  miles  beyond  Valley  Springs.  We 
arrived  in  Jackson  for  a wonderful  dinner.  Here  the  curator  of  the  quaint  and 
interesting  Amador  County  Museum  opened  the  building  especially  for  our 
party  of  twenty.  Following  a good  night’s  rest  in  Jackson  we  journeyed  up 
Sutter  Creek  canyon  to  the  historic  town  of  Volcano,  botanizing  and  birding 
as  opportunities  dictated.  After  a picnic  lunch  in  Volcano  and  exploring  historic 
points  of  interest,  we  turned  to  Jackson  by  a route  that  lifted  us  to  2,500  ft.  eleva- 
tion. This  took  us  into  the  lower  edge  of  the  Sierra  Transition  Zone  marked  by 
yellow  pine,  Pmus  ponderosa. 

One  of  the  interesting  observations  of  a trip  transecting  the  state  from 
the  ocean  to  the  high  Sierra  is  the  changing  vegetational  pattern.  The  wooded 
slopes  of  the  Coast  Range  give  way  to  rounded,  grassy  hills  already  golden  at 
this  early  date  after  the  dry  winter.  Crossing  the  flat  valley  floor  in  an  almost 
straight  line  east,  we  note  that  the  once  common  stands  of  valley  oak,  Quercus 
lobata,  have  all  but  disappeared.  The  pattern  quickly  changes  as  the  road  fol- 
lows a gentle  but  continous  climb  into  the  foothills.  The  dominant  plant  now  is 
the  blue  or  Douglas  oak,  Quercus  douglasii,  with  intermittent  stands  of  chaparral, 
the  typical  shrub  growth  that  covers  much  of  California’s  hill  country.  The  most 
conspicuous  shrubs  of  our  trip  were  the  Yerba  Santa,  a member  of  the  phacelia 
family,  and  the  chamise  bush,  a member  of  the  rose  family.  Both  were  in  full 
bloom.  Continuing  to  climb  from  Valley  Springs  to  Pardee  Reservoir  we  see 
Digger  pine,  make  its  appearence  at  about  700  feet  elevation.  Throughout  the 
foothill  region,  700-2,000  feet  elevation,  this  tree  with  Douglas  oak  forms  what 
is  called  the  blue  oak-Digger  pine  vegetational  pattern.  This  area  is  in  the  Upper 
Sonoran  Zone  in  which  most  of  our  time  was  spent. 

—33— 


JULY 


THE  GULL 


1959 


The  plant  family  best  represented  on  the  trip  was  the  lily  family — Mariposa 
tulip,  satin  bells.  Dozens  of  these  exquisite  and  increasingly  rare  plants  extended 
for  a mile  along  a roadside  bank  and  made,  without  doubt,  the  most  stunning 
display  of  the  trip.  Yellow  star  tulip,  Ithuriel’s  spear,  harvest  brodiaea,  twining 
brodiaea,  as  well  as,  B.  elegans  and  B.  pulchella  were  found  abundantly.  Other 
members  of  this  family  which  were  found  were  Muilla  serotina  and  Chlorogalum 
pomeridianum. 

At  Pardee  Reservoir  the  conspicuous  plants  included  a borage,  St.  John’s 
wort,  and  a mallow,  which  appears  abundantly  after  a burn  and  has  deep  pur- 
plish flowers  and  white  wooly  leaves. 

A partial  list  of  other  plants  seen  were:  Gilia  Capitata,  Phlox  speciosa, 
Pogogyne  ziziphoroides,  Iris  hartwegii,  Gitbopsis  specularioides , Eryngium 
pinnatisectum,  several  species  of  Godetia,  Clematis  lasiantha,  Dudlyea  gigantea, 
Ceanothus  integerrimus,  Chamaebatia  foliosus.  The  most  interesting  plant 
was  Bastard  Toad  Flax,  a member  of  the  Sandalwood  Family.  This  strange 
plant  is  parasitic  on  the  roots  of  shrubs  and  was  found  growing  in  Pinegrove 
where  we  stopped  to  inspect  the  Indian  grinding  stone. 

Gladys  L.  Smith,  Leader 


CONSERVATION  CORNER 


From  time  to  time  you  are  requested  to  write  to  your  state  legislators  on 
Conservation  issues.  In  order  that  you  know  where  and  to  whom  to  write,  we 
are  printing  the  following  list  and  trust  that  you  will  preserve  this  issue  of 
The  Gull  and  keep  the  list  for  ready  use. 


ALAMEDA  COUNTY 
State  Senator  John  W.  Holmdahl 

Assemblymen  by  districts s 

Carlos  Bee,  13th 
Robert  W.  Crown,  14th 
Nicholas  Petris,  15th 
Walter  I.  Dahl,  16th 
William  Byron  Rumford,  17th 
Don  Mulford,  18th 

Address  all  members  of  the 


SAN  FRANCISCO' 
State  Senator  Eugene  McAteer 

Assemblymen  by  districts 
Charles  W.  Meyers,  19th 
A.  Phillip  Burton,  20th 
Milton  Marks,  21st 
John  A.  Busterud,  22nd 
John  A.  O’Connell,  23rd 
Edward  M.  Gassney,  24th 

State  Legislature:  State  Capitol  Building 
Sacramento,  California 


DIRECTOR  OF  FISH  AND  GAME — William  Warne,  Capitol  Building, 

Sacramento,  California 


CHAIRMAN  STATE  SENATE  STANDING  COMMITTEE  ON  FISH  AND 
GAME — Senator  A.  A.  Erhart  (who  is  a member  of  Audubon  as  is  his  wife), 
State  Capitol  Building,  Sacramento,  California 

U.  S.  SENATORS  FROM  CALIFORNIA— U.  S.  Senator  Thomas  B.  Kuchel 
U.  S.  Senator  Clair  Engle 
Senate  Office  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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NOTE:  Congress  has  just  voted  funds  for  a survey  of  the  possibilities  of 

making  a national  park  at  Point  Reyes. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Nature  Conservancy  is  starting  a financial  drive 

to  buy  the  last  remaining  area  of  virgin  redwoods  in  California.  Here  is  a 
worthwhile  way  to  spend  money.  If  you  would  like  to  buy  an  acre  of  it  for  $33, 
write  to  Bill  Drake,  Nature  Conservancy  Western  Representative,  1711  Grove 
Street,  Berkeley  9,  California. 

The  new  name  of  the  Pacific  Coast  office  is: 

National  Audubon  Society 
Conservation  Resource  Center 
2426  Bancroft  Way,  Berkeley  4,  California 

JULY  MEETING  — PICNIC  SUPPER 

The  498th  regular  meeting  of  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  will  be 
held  on  Thursday,  July  9,  after  a six  o’clock  picnic  supper,  at  Live  Oak  Park  in 
Berkeley  (Shattuck  Avenue  at  Berryman  Street.)  Fireplace  #2,  across  Walnut 
Street  from  the  park  building  has  been  reserved  for  us. 

Members  who  have  been  traveling  are  invited  to  share  the  highlights  of 
their  observations  for  the  outdoor  program,  Birding  Far  Afield.  This  will 
be  followed  by  an  indoor  meeting  at  which  Mrs.  John  Cutler  will  show  colored 
slides  and  tell  of  her  year  in  India.  Everyone  who  saw  the  very  few  slides 
which  Mrs.  Cutler  showed  at  the  February  meeting  will  have  an  opportunity  to 
see  the  program  as  it  was  originally  intended  to  be.  This  will  be  an  armchair 
cruise  for  bird  watchers.  Come  and  bring  your  friends. 

ANNOUNCEMENT : There  will  be  no  regular  meeting  in  August. 

Happy  vacation  to  everyone ! In  September  we  shall  have  our  glamour  meeting. 
Dr.  and  Mrs.  Reynolds  have  again  offered  their  home  for  the  Audubon  Camp 
Scholarship  Benefit.  It  will  be  a garden  supper  and  program  on  Thursday, 
September  24.  Watch  next  month’s  Gull  for  details. 

Bonnie  Smith,  P rogram  Chairman 

GOLDEN  GATE  AUDUBON  SOCIETY 
SANCTUARY  AND  MEMORIAL  FUND 

IN  MEMORY  OF  GIFT  OF 

Mrs.  Ethel  Myer  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carlyle  Sather 

Miss  Ivander  Maclver 
Mr.  Paul  F.  Covel 

FIELD  TRIPS  FOR  JULY 

On  Saturday  and  Sunday,  July  11  and  12,  to  Audubon  Camp  at  Sugar  Bowl 
A former  member  of  the  camp  staff  will  conduct  the  group  on  a tour  of  the 
lodge  and  on  several  of  the  many  interesting  field  trips  in  the  area.  Boca 
Reservoir,  a habitat  of  sage  brush  and  water  birds,  may  be  visited.  Views  of 
nesting  activities  of  Sage  Thrashers  and  other  desert  species  are  possible. 
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Meet  at  eastern  tip  of  Lake  Van  Norden,  at  10  a.m.  This  point  can  be 
reached  by  turning  off  Highway  40  at  Soda  Springs.  After  assembling,  the  group 
will  go  to  Sugar  Bowl  Lodge  and  other  points  of  interest.  Because  of  limited 
parking  space  at  the  lodge  it  was  not  chosen  for  the  meeting  place. 

There  are  good  camp  sites  at  Big  Bend  and  Hampshire  Rocks,  LJ.  5.  Forest 
Service  camps  west  of  the  summit  and  at  Donner  Memorial  Park  east  of  the 
summit. 

The  distance  is  about  200  miles  from  the  bay  area  and  the  driving  time 
is  about  5 hours.  Please,  inform  Field  Trips  Chairman  if  you  are  going  so 
that  the  camp  supervisor  may  be  advised  of  the  number  of  cars  he  can  expect. 

Leader,  Charles  Hines,  OV  1-0935. 

On  Saturday,  July  25,  to  Rodeo  Lagoon  in  Marin  County.  This  is  usually 
a very  interesting  trip  with  many  species  of  water  birds  present  on  either  the 
ocean  or  the  brackish  lagoons  behind  the  sandbar.  Early  migrants,  such  as,  Phal- 
aropes  and  Sandpipers  may  be  seen.  Meet  at  the  parking  area  just  north  of  the 
Golden  Gate  Bridge,  at  9:00'  a.m.  Leader,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  S.  Lennon,  EDgewater 

2-1641. 

Harold  G.  Peterson.  Field  Trips  Chairman 


GOLDEN  GATE  AUDUBON  SOCIETY,  INC. 

Established  January  25,  1917 
A Branch  of  the  National  Audubon  Society  since  1948 

President Mrs.  Roberta  J.  Long 45  Clarendon  Avenue,  San  Francisco  14,  LO  4-7767 

Vice  President Howard  L.  Cogswell Box  9486,  Mills  College,  Oakland  13,  NE  6-1573 

Vice  President Mrs.  Gladys  Smith 730  - 28th  Ave.,  San  Francisco,  SK  1-5382 

Treasurer  Mrs.  Blanche  Wallace _...  7100  Geary  St.,  San  Francisco  BA.  1-6875 

Recording  Secretary Miss  Patricia  Triggs 230  Arch  St.,  San  Francisco,  DE  3-5592 

Corresponding  Secretary Mrs.  Glenn  E.  Hoover 4488  Reinhardt  Drive,  Oakland  19,  AN  1-3313 

Director Paul  F.  Covel 2860  Delaware  Street,  Oakland  2,  KE  6-4120 

Director A.  D.  Williams 73  Hazelwood,  San  Francisco,  JU  7-5934 

Director — Carl  Fox 616  The  Alameda,  Berkeley,  LA  5-7000 

Distribution  Chairman Miss  Alice  Leet 1050  Spruce  Street,  Berkeley  7,  LA  4-2488 

Editor  —Mrs.  Lucile  E.  Smith 1512  Grand  Avenue,  Piedmont  II,  OL  4-2335 

Field  Trips  Editor  „ Miss  Aileen  Pierson 810  Gonzales  Dr.,  San  Francisco,  JU  7-4163 

Field  Trips  Chairman Harold  Peterson 3548  - 65th  Ave.,  Oakland  5,  LO  8-7534 

Membership  Chairman Mrs.  Agnes  Oczkewecz 101  Upper  Terrace,  San  Francisco  17,  LO  4-2833 

Program  Chairman Mrs.  Bonnie  Smith 555  Dewey  Blvd.,  San  Francisco,  OV  1-7635 

Sanctuary  & 

Memorial  Fund  Chairman  Dr.  Albert  Boles 854  Longridge  Road  .Oakland  10,  GL  1-6267 

Claims  for  missing  numbers  of  THE  GULL  should  be  sent  to  the  Distribution  Chairman.  Changes 
of  address  should  be  sent  to  the  Membership  Chairman. 

Monthly  meetings  second  Thursday,  7:30  p.m.  Joint  Membership,  Local  and  National  $6  50  per 
year,  includes  AUDUBON  MAGAZINE  and  THE  GULL.  Subscription  to  THE  GULL  separately,  $1.50 
per  year. 

Vhit  the  Pacific  Coast  Office  of  the  NATIONAL  AUDUBON  SOCIETY  — 2426  Bancroft  Way 

Berkeley  4,  California  — TH  8-4042 
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